
“A PESSIMIST IS ONE WHO 

MAKES DIFFICULTIES OF OP-

PORTUNITIES AND AN 

OPTOMIST IS ONE WHO 

MAKES OPPORTUNITIES OF 

HIS DIFFICULTIES.   

HARRY S. TRUMAN 
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Business Attraction Update 

For the most part, the profiles have been completed and copies in 

both Word and PDF have been provided to members. 

We are currently working with the new members to ensure that  they 

have a similar profile. 

We will soon be embarking upon more specific site selection training 

and consulting for our members. 

We are also engaging a person to make our own website as easy as 

possible to navigate and to encourage visitors to spend more time in-

vestigating the many services of the region. 

 

Broadband Update 

The Town of Raymond submitted a successful resolution to AUMA that 

passed by a large majority (87%).  They received 14 letters of support 

from communities across Alberta.   

We have been attending meetings and speaking at seminars to engage 

more communities in their quest for better broadband services. 

Coaldale, Nobleford, and Taber have made announcements that fibre 

optics lines are being installed and expect to be able to utilize the ser-

vice of blazing fast internet before the end of 2015. 

Turn to coming events to see what’s coming up. 
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Creating Opportunities  …..…. 



Seminars 

Some of the training we will be working on during the coming weeks include offering training to municipal staffs 
on Site Selection. 

We were working on a seminar for small business on Selling to Government.  Unfortunately, we had to postpone 
this as the Federal Election was called.  We expect to run this in the future, probably in November. 

If you have any suggestions on training needs, we welcome the input. 

NEW MEMBERS 

We welcome as members the following communities: 

 Arrowwood 

 Magrath 

 Vulcan County 

We are now 22 members strong 

Southern Alberta Alternative Energy Partnership 

This partnership (SAAEP) has recently been revitalized.  The current members include SouthGrow, Alberta SW 

Regional Alliance, Economic Development Lethbridge and Lethbridge County.  So far, we have committed to 

work to update the website (www.saaep.ca) and to make a submission to Climate Change Alberta.  Please feel 

free to contact any one of the members if you feel there is information to include on the website. 



 AGM a success 
Close to sixty people attended our Annual General Meeting in June to 

hear an update on what SouthGrow did on their behalf during the past 
year and to learn what is being planned for this year. 

The good news is that the Recognition Event will be reinstated this 
year.  Consideration is currently being made to include  it with the 2nd 

Annual Economic Summit in March. 

Some of Chairperson Greg Robinson’s comments are shown below. 

As we move further into the wondrous world of technology and fast travel, we may not realize it, 

but we are being scrutinized by hundreds, nay thousands, of people and companies every day.  

Who knows what kind of opportunities any one of these scrutineers may be considering.  Our 

information is out there for anyone to see and we must make a good impression..  When we em-

barked on the Business Attraction project, we knew it was a large undertaking.  We first identified 

business lines that were compatible in this region.  The next phase was to ensure that our infor-

mation profiles were current and could be kept current easily. 

During the year, it became evident that more needed to be done about Broadband access in the 

region.  Our neighbours to the west in Alberta SouthWest had embarked on a project to improve 

access in their region and it only made sense to develop a partnership with them.  We continue to 

program training and hope to do more this year.   

We also sought your input during a full day Economic Summit to help us focus our next steps. 

Now for two pieces of good news.  The first is that the Town of Magrath and Vulcan County have 

decided to rejoin our membership effective April 1 of this year.  And we welcome Arrowwood as a 

brand new member.  Our manager will be working with them over the next little while to catch 

them up on some of our programs.  Please help me welcome all three of these municipalities to 

the SouthGrow membership.  The second piece of news is that the Government of Alberta has 

offered the REDAs, a 5 year contract.  Funding will be stable at no less than $100,000 per year.  

We must leverage those funds with $25,000 of our own dollars but, with the help of our new 

members, we are close to that goal.  In fact, with miscellaneous income, we are at that level.  We 

still hope to attract some additional members but this process will not happen overnight. 

We did have some setbacks this year.  Delays in decisions on Government funding from grants 

resulted in a late start on the Profiles project and we were unable to secure Community Partner-

ship money to help us out.  Due to a changeover in government, we will have to wait a bit for 

announcements of new funding so we will have to rely on some reserves in the interim to see us 

through.  The Village of Champion has decided to opt out membership as well. 

I would like to thank the Management Board for their hard work during the past year and for 

their confidence in me as chair for the year.  And, thank you all for all your support. 

 



Contact Us 

Give Pete Lovering a call for more information about our services and projects 

SouthGrow Regional Initiative 

P.O. Box 27068 

Lethbridge, AB   T1K 6Z8 

(403) 394-0615 

info@southgrow.com 

Coming Events 

 

 October 15-16, 2015 - Digital Futures Symposium—Olds Alberta 

 November 16—19, 2015 - AAMDC Fall Convention 

 November 18 & 19—Accelerate South 50 Lethbridge (www.acceleratesouth50.ca ) 

Tourism Investment 

We are pleased to report that the consulting firm of PFK Consulting Canada was engaged to pro-
vide a report on the top tourism opportunities in our region.  They have finalized their report 
and it has been forwarded to the Tourism Business Development and Investment department of 
Alberta Tourism, Parks and Recreation.   

After the data is gathered, a promotional booklet of ten potential businesses will be produced 
and circulated with Culture and Tourism.  We are still expecting full colour lure copies of the 
material soon and will share it as soon as it is received.  Due to some changes in the depart-
ment, the approval of the report has taken a bit longer than we had anticipated. 

The department has also decided not to proceed with a Tourism Investment Symposium this fall 
and we are hoping this will not be a permanent decision. 


